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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pages 12 and 13, filed 12/10/2007, with respect to 
the 11 2 2"" paragraph rejections have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 
1 12 2"^^ paragraph rejections of claims 1 1 and 14-16, 18 and 20 have been withdrawn. 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 1-16, 18 and 20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Because of the 
Amendment to the claims, the new ground(s) of rejection is necessitated. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 11,12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Anderson '531 (US Pat No 7197531) in viewof Shiota '909 (US Pub 
No 2002/0032909), Okamoto '954 (US Pub No 2002/0198954) and Iwata '289 (US Pat 
No 6778289). 

Re claim 1 1 : Anderson '531 discloses meta-application architecture for integrating 
photo-service websites for browser-enabled devices comprising terminal devices, a 
server, and printing machines being connected to each other via a network, wherein 
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wherein tlie printing machines (i.e. since the photo-service sites (14) are able 
to perform printing services and are apart of the image gateway (18) system, the 
photo-service sites functionality with the image gateway serves as printing 
machines. Since some type of communication is needed from the gateway server 
to inform the photo-service site to perform printing, these components in the 
system are treated as components that work together to perform the printing 
operation. With the use of "comprising" the limitations above are suited to 
perform the feature of the printing machine; see col. 4, lines 33-65 and col. 5, 
lines 1-26) comprises: 

an address generating unit which generates a temporary address of said server 
(i.e. since the photo-service sites (14) are able to perform printing services and 
are apart of the image gateway (18) system, the photo-service sites functionality 
with the image gateway serves as printing machines. In the system, a URL is 
developed from the image Ids, which include the file path or the image location 
on a server. This same URL developed can be representative of image data that 
can be image data that will be deleted from the system using the deletion 
function, making the image stored on the system temporarily or a temporary 
image being stored on the image gateway on the system; see col. 7, lines 4-67 
and col. 8, lines 1-62); 

an e-mail transmitter which transmits an e-mail, which includes the temporary 
address generated by said address generating unit, to the e-mail address (i.e. the web 
application, which is apart of the image gateway, transmits the URL of the 
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location of image data on a server. The image ID not only includes the location or 
file path, but also information on which server the image data is on. The 
information about which server the image data is located on is considered as 
temporary address information since the image data can be temporary or 
permanent image data. The above information is transmitted to the client device; 
see fig. 3; col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62); 

a determiner which determines whether the image data has been transmitted by 
said terminal device to be stored at the temporary address designated by the e-mail 
transmitted by said e-mail transmitter (i.e. web application (42) uses the image list 
(50) to determine whether the image data is stored at the location or address of a 
certain server. Also, if a user enters search criteria that designates a server and 
other image IDs, the web application (42) will search a determine if data stored at 
a certain location is found according to the user's criteria; see fig. 3; col. 7, lines 
4-67; col. 8, lines 1-62 and col. 10, lines 19-39); 

a receiver which accesses said server (20) and designates the temporary 
address, if said determiner determines that the image data has been transmitted by said 
terminal device to be stored at the temporary address (i.e. once the web application 
(42) finds criteria associated with the user's search criteria, the gateway server 
(20) will then obtain the image data from the stored location and send the image 
data to the web application (42). These images will eventually be located at the 
photo-service sites (14), where the images will be stored or printed. The system 
of Anderson '531 discloses to the user the location of the image data (i.e. on the 
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device or server), which performs the feature of determining if the image data that 
was obtained by the device was transmitted to a server in the system. Also, once 
the user receives the URL from the gateway server and accesses the server's 
images through selecting or designating the URL, the client device gains direct 
access to the images on the server; see fig. 4; col. 10, lines 19-56); and 

a printing unit wliicli prints image data received by said receiver (i.e. with the 
photo-hosting sites able to store the images received from the user and 
communicate with each other in regards to printing services, the photo-hosting 
sites work together to store and print the image data received through the 
gateway server. Although a printing unit is not specifically disclosed, it is clear 
that in order to perform image printing services of the user's photos, a printing 
unit is used to perform this function; see fig. 1; col. 4, lines 33-61 and col. 5, lines 
1-26); 

wherein the terminal device (12) comprises: 

an image capturing unit which captures images of subjects and generates image 
data representing the captured images (i.e. a client device is a device capable of 
capturing and/or displaying digital images and communicating the images over a 
network; see fig. 1; col. 4, lines 43-61); 

an e-mail receiver which receives the e-mail including the temporary address 
information of said server, from said printing machines (42) (i.e. the web application 
(42) sends a URL to the browser of the client device (12) in order to offer the user 
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access to the image data. The URL represents the file location on the server or 
photo service site (14) of where the image is located. Since the URL represents 
the location of the image data on the server and this location can be temporary 
because of the possible deletion of the image data, this can also be considered 
as the temporary address. The URL information is sent from the image gateway 
that is directly connected to photo-service sites that provide the functionality of 
printing. Since the photo-service sites (14) are able to perform printing services 
and are apart of the image gateway (18) system, the photo-service sites 
functionality with the image gateway serves as printing machines; see fig. 2 and 
3; col. 7, line 4 - col. 10, line 56); and 

a transmitter which accesses the temporary address of said server included in 
the e-mail received by said e-mail receiver (i.e. the user is given access to image 
files stored in remote locations, which may include other servers or photo service 
sites with its own database server. In another embodiment, the client device is 
given access to a homepage, through the gateway server (20) by the image 
gateway (18). The homepage has some address that is accessed by the internet 
that was sent from the image gateway (18) to the client device; see col. 6, lines 
62-67; col. 7, lines 1-67; col. 8, lines 1-63), and which transmits image data generated 
by said image capturing unit to said server concerned (i.e. the client device is 
provided with software to transmit image contents to the gateway server (20) at 
the request of the image gateway (18); see col. 7, lines 4-67; col. 8, lines 1-67), and 
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wherein said server (20) comprises: 

an image receiver which receives the image data transmitted from said terminal 
device that has accessed the temporary address of said server (i.e. the gateway 
server (20) stores the image data on a remote device, such as another server or 
photo service site database server. The location of the storage is referred to the 
file path and once this location is requested by the client device to be viewed, it is 
converted into a URL. Both the URL and the file path are considered to be a 
temporary address of the image data sent to the gateway server (20) since this 
image data can be deleted from storage on the image gateway in order for the 
image to be stored for a limited amount of time; see fig. 1 and 2 col. 7, lines 4-67 
and col. 8, lines 1-62); 

a storage unit which stores the image data received by said image receiver at the 
temporary address (i.e. the file path and URL are recognized as the designated 
address. The server or site which stores the image data assigned the image data 
IDs to uniquely identify the image. Both the URL and the file path are considered 
to be a temporary address of the image data sent to the gateway server (20) since 
this image data can be temporary image data and can be deleted from storage on 
the image gateway in order for the image to be stored for a limited amount of 
time; see col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62); and 

an image transmitter which transmits designated image data stored at the 
temporary address in said storage unit, to said printing machine in response to the 
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access by said printing macliine designating the temporary address (i.e. the gateway 
server (20) sends the web application (42) the image data requested. The web 
application (20) is given access to the server (20) once the client (12) connects 
with the web application (42) in order to perform some function on the image 
data; see col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62). 

However, Anderson '531 fails to specifically teach wherein the printing machine 
comprises: an email address acquiring unit which acquires an e-mail address of said 
terminal device; to receive image data transmitted by said server in response to the 
access and wherein said server comprises: an image transmitter which transmits 
designated image data stored at the temporary address in said storage unit, to said 
printing machine in response to the access by said printing machine designating the 
temporary address. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Shiota '909. Shiota '909 
discloses an email address acquiring unit which acquires an e-mail address of said 
terminal device (i.e. in the DPE located at a convenience store or site-seeing 
location, the user can use the input device (14) to input the email address of the 
user to transfer data to another person. The transfer of data by e-mail attachment 
is possible with Shiota '909 and with this function, a user has to input an email 
address to the frame or coin-operated machine in order for a person to receive 
the image data through the email attachment. The frame that is used to perform 
the above function includes a printer, which makes the frame function as a 
printing machine; see fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]-[0049]). 
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Therefore, in view of Sliiota '909, it would liave been obvious to one of ordinary 
sl^ill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of an email address 
acquiring unit which acquires an e-mail address of said terminal device incorporated in 
the device of Anderson '531 in order to provide data transfer by attachment to an e-mail 
message (as stated in Shiota '909 paragraph [0040]). 

However, the combination of Anderson '531 in view of Shiota '909 fails to teach 
to receive image data transmitted by said server in response to the access and wherein 
said server comprises: an image transmitter which transmits designated image data 
stored at the temporary address in said storage unit, to said printing machine in 
response to the access by said printing machine designating the temporary address. 

However, this is well known In the art as evidenced by Okamoto '954. Okamoto 
'954 discloses to receive image data transmitted by said server in response to the 
access (i.e. in the system, when the input/output device accesses the data storage 
device, the data storage device stores the image data from the input/output 
device and then the data storage device sends the image data from the server to 
the input/output device in order for a print out to be processed; see paragraphs 
[0121]-[0126]). 

Therefore, in view of Okamoto '954, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature to receive image 
data transmitted by said server in response to the access incorporated in the 
combination of Anderson '531 , as modified by the features of Shiota '909, in order to 
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have a storage location assigned a URL that stores the image data (as stated in 
Okamoto '954 paragraph [0106]). 

However, the combination of Anderson '531 in viewof Shiota '909 and OI<amoto 
'954 fails to teach wherein said server comprises: an image transmitter which transmits 
designated image data stored at the temporary address in said storage unit, to said 
printing machine in response to the access by said printing machine designating the 

temporary address. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Iwata '289. Iwata '289 
discloses wherein said server comprises: an image transmitter which transmits 
designated image data stored at the temporary address in said storage unit, to said 
printing machine in response to the access by said printing machine designating the 
temporary address (i.e. in the system of Iwata '289, after the user in the system 
designates a document to print from the list of document information, the server 
transmits data that is located on the server to the printer for printing. The printer 
reads the relevant document data from the server based on the received 
information from the computer and prints the document data; see col. 5, lines 38- 
65). 

Therefore, in view of Iwata '289, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of an image transmitter 
which transmits designated image data stored at the temporary address in said storage 
unit, to said printing machine in response to the access by said printing machine 
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designating tlie temporary address incorporated in the combination of Anderson '531, 
as modified by the features of Shiota and Okamoto '954, in order to have the printer 
read relevant document data from the server based on received reference information 
and print the document data (as stated in Iwata '289 col. 5, lines 38-65). 

Re claim 12: Anderson '531 discloses the network printing system, wherein said 
terminal device further comprises: 

a memory unit which sequentially stores the Image data generated by said image 
capturing unit (12) (i.e. image data generated by tlie capturing unit may be stored 
in both the client device (12) and the photo service sites (14). It is inherent to the 
device that the image data can be stored in the order received, since the user has 
a choice of the location of which to store the captured image data; see col. 5, 
lines 1-3 and col. 6, lines 37-61). 

However, Anderson '531 fails to teach an image retriever which retrieves image 
data corresponding to an arbitrary date of capturing, from said memory unit, wherein the 
e-mail from said printing machine which is received by said e-mail receiver includes 
date information representing a designated date, wherein said image retriever retrieves 
the image data from said memory unit in accordance with the date information included 
In the e-mail received by said e-mail receiver and wherein said transmitter transmits the 
image data retrieved by said image retriever to said server. 
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However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Shiota '909. Shiota '909 
discloses 

an Image retriever which retrieves image data corresponding to an arbitrary date 
of capturing, from said memory unit (i.e. the date of the recording of the picture is 
saved in the built-in memory of the camera. This data can be retrieved by the 
camera (1), when transferring Image data to the image server in order to 
determine different file names from each other saved on the image server (6); see 
paragraphs [0020]-[0022]), 

wherein the e-mail from said printing machine which is received by said e-mail 
receiver (i.e. the DPE or image server in Shiota '909 is considered as the printing 
machine since it has printing functionality. This machine can send an e-mail 
attachment of data to be transferred to the terminal devices shown in figure 3; 
see fig. 3; paragraphs [0038]-[0050]) includes date information representing 
designated date (i.e. when the camera (1) or a PC (11) is trying to determine the 
file which to be output, the date code can be received as an attachment to an e- 
mail message. The file name that is different from other file names is used to 
rename the current image data file and when the image data is sent to a user in 
the system, the system sends this file with the name that is stored in the server to 
designate the image data, to the user's e-mail that is input at the frame using the 
input device; see paragraphs [0037]-[0040]), 
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wherein said image retriever retrieves the image data from said memory unit in 
accordance with the date information included in the e-mail received by said e-mail 
receiver (i.e. the image data can be retrieved by referring to the date of recording 
information stored in the built-in memories. The images retrieved from the email 
from the camera (1), PC (11) or PDA (12) can be retrieved by the input device (14) 
and monitor (1) from the image server (6); see paragraph [0022] and [0037]- 
[0040]), and 

wherein said transmitter transmits the image data retrieved by said image 
retriever to said server (i.e. the client device (12) is able to send information to the 
image server (6) and from the image server (6) the information can be sent to the 
printer (9) for printing. Also, the PDA (12) or PC (11) can utilize the printer (9) for 
printing; see fig. 1; paragraphs [0036] -[0042]). 

Therefore, in view of Shiota '909, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have an image retriever which retrieves 
image data corresponding to an arbitrary date of capturing, from said memory unit, 
wherein the e-mail from said printing machine which is received by said e-mail receiver 
includes date information representing a designated date, wherein said image retriever 
retrieves the image data from said memory unit in accordance with the date information 
included in the e-mail received by said e-mail receiver and wherein said transmitter 
transmits the image data retrieved by said image retriever to said server incorporated in 
the device of Anderson '531 in order to have a system for storing picture image data, 
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recorded by a camera, stored on a server or on the camera's built-in memory and later 
printing the image data (as stated in Shiota at a! paragraph [0002]). 



Re claim 14: Anderson '531 discloses a network printing system comprising a terminal 
device, a server and a printing machine that are connected to each other via a network, 
wherein 

said print machine transmits an email including the generated temporary address 
of said server to the e-mail address of said terminal device (i.e. the web application, 
which is apart of the image gateway, transmits the URL of the location of image 
data on a server. The image ID not only includes the location or file path, but also 
information on which server the image data is on. The information about which 
server the image data is located on is considered as temporary address 
information since the image data can be temporary or permanent image data. 
The above information is transmitted to the client device; see fig. 3; col. 7, lines 4- 
67 and col. 8, lines 1-62); 

generates a temporary address of said server (i.e. since the photo-service 
sites (14) are able to perform printing services and are apart of the image gateway 
(18) system, the photo-service sites functionality with the image gateway serves 
as printing machines. In the system, a URL is developed from the image Ids, 
which include the file path or the image location on a server. This same URL 
developed can be representative of image data that can be image data that will be 
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deleted from the system using the deletion function, making the image stored on 
the system temporarily or a temporary image being stored on the image gateway 
on the system; see col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62); 

wherein said terminal device (12) accesses the temporary address of said server 
(20) that is included in the e-mail transmitted by said printing machine (42) (i.e. the user 
is given access to image files stored in remote locations, which may include 
other servers or photo service sites with its own database server. In another 
embodiment, the client device is given access to a homepage, through the 
gateway server (20) by the image gateway (18). The homepage has some address 
that is accessed by the internet that was sent from the image gateway (18) to the 
client device; see col. 6, lines 62-67; col. 7, lines 1-67; col. 8, lines 1-63), and 
transmits image data representing a captured subject to said server (20) (i.e. the client 
device is provided with software to transmit image contents to the gateway server 
(20) at the request of the image gateway (18); see col. 7, lines 4-67; col. 8, lines 1- 
67). 

wherein said server stores the image data transmitted from said terminal device 
at the temporary address (i.e. the file path and URL are recognized as the 
designated address. The server or site which stores the image data assigned the 
image data IDs to uniquely identify the image. The file path or URL is considered 
to be temporary since the image data can be temporary image data or the image 
data stored can be stored for a temporary length of time before deletion off of the 
server; see col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62), 
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wherein said printing machine determines whether the image data has been 
transmitted by said terminal device to be stored at the temporary address of said server, 
(i.e. since the photo-service sites (14) are able to perform printing services and 
are apart of the image gateway (18) system, the photo-service sites functionality 
with the image gateway serves as printing machines. Web application (42) uses 
the image list (50) to determine whether the image data is stored at the location or 
address of a certain server. Also, if a user enters search criteria that designates a 
server and other image Ids, the web application (42) will search a determine if 
data stored at a certain location is found according to the user's criteria; see fig. 
3; col. 7, lines 4-67; col. 8, lines 1-62 and col. 10, lines 19-39), accesses said server 
and designates the temporary address when it is determined that the image data has 
been transmitted by said terminal device to be stored at the temporary address (i.e. 
once the web application (42) finds criteria associated with the user's search 
criteria, the gateway server (20) will then obtain the image data from the stored 
location and send the image data to the web application (42). These images will 
eventually be located at the photo-service sites (14), where the images will be 
stored or printed. The system of Anderson '531 discloses to the user the location 
of the image data (i.e. on the device or server), which performs the feature of 
determining if the image data that was obtained by the device was transmitted to 
a server in the system; see fig. 4; col. 10, lines 19-56), and 

prints the received image data (i.e. when the user accesses the photo-host 
sites, the user is able to view the sites for the images that may be stored to utilize 
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the print service providers for printing capabilities. In response to seeing the 
images that are stored on the photo-hosting sites (14), the user may request the 
use of print services once certain image data is found and the image data may be 
requested for printing in response to finding that data; see col. 4, lines 33-61 and 
col. 5, lines 1-26). 

However, Anderson '531 fails to teach wherein said printing machine acquires an 
email address of said terminal device, receives the image data transmitted from said 
server in response to the access by said printing machine and said server transmits 
designated image data that is stored at the temporary address to said printing machine, 
in response to said printing machine accessing said server and designating the 
temporary address. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Shiota '909. Shiota '909 
discloses wherein said printing machine acquires an email address of said terminal 
device (i.e. in the DPE located at a convenience store or site-seeing location, the 
user can use the input device (14) to input the email address of the user to 
transfer data to another person. The transfer of data by e-mail attachment is 
possible with Shiota '909 and with this function, a user has to input an email 
address to the frame or coin-operated machine in order for a person to receive 
the image data through the email attachment. The frame that is used to perform 
the above function includes a printer, which makes the frame function as a 
printing machine; see fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]-[0049]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/602,362 Page 18 

Art Unit: 2625 

Therefore, in view of Sliiota '909, it would liave been obvious to one of ordinary 
sl^ill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of said printing machine 
acquires an email address of said terminal device incorporated in the device of 
Anderson '531 in order to provide data transfer by attachment to an e-mail message (as 
stated in Shiota '909 paragraph [0040]). 

However, the combination of Anderson '531 in view of Shiota '909 fails to teach 
the function of receives the image data transmitted from said server in response to the 
access by said printing machine. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Okamoto '954. Okamoto 
'954 discloses receives the image data transmitted from said server in response to the 
access by said printing machine (i.e. in the system, when the input/output device 
accesses the data storage device, the data storage device stores the image data 
from the input/output device and then the data storage device sends the image 
data from the server to the input/output device in order for a print out to be 
processed; see paragraphs [0121]-[0126]). 

Therefore, in view of Okamoto '954, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the features of the system 
which receives the image data transmitted from said server in response to the access 
by said printing machine incorporated in the combination of Anderson '531, as modified 
by the features of Shiota '909, in order to have a storage location assigned a URL that 
stores the image data (as stated in Okamoto '954 paragraph [0106]). 
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However, the combination of Anderson '531 in view of Shiota '909 and Okamoto 
'954 fails to teach said server transmits designated image data that is stored at the 
temporary address to said printing machine, in response to said printing machine 
accessing said server and designating the temporary address. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Iwata '289. Iwata '289 
discloses said server transmits designated image data that is stored at the temporary 
address to said printing machine, in response to said printing machine accessing said 
server and designating the temporary address (i.e. in the system of Iwata '289, after 
the user in the system designates a document to print from the list of document 
information, the server transmits data that is located on the server to the printer 
for printing. The printer reads the relevant document data from the server based 
on the received information from the computer and prints the document data; see 
col. 5, lines 38-65). 

Therefore, in view of Iwata '289, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of said server transmits 
designated image data that is stored at the temporary address to said printing machine, 
in response to said printing machine accessing said server and designating the 
temporary address incorporated in the combination of Anderson '531, as modified by 
the features of Shiota and Okamoto '954, in order to have the printer read relevant 
document data from the server based on received reference information and print the 
document data (as stated in Iwata '289 col. 5, lines 38-65). 
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5. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson '531 in view of Iwata '289. 

Re claim 15: Anderson '531 a server that is connected to a terminal device and a 
printing machine via a network, the server comprising: 

an image receiver which receives image data transmitted by said terminal device 
(12), when said terminal device access said server and designates a temporary address 
of said server (i.e. the gateway server (20) stores the image data on a remote 
device, such as another server or photo service site database server. The 
location of the storage is referred to the file path and once this location is 
requested by the client device to be viewed, it is converted into a URL. Both the 
URL and the file path are considered to be a temporary address of the image data 
sent to the gateway server (20) since this image data can be deleted from storage 
on the image gateway in order for the image to be stored for a limited amount of 
time; see fig. 1 and 2 col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62); 

a storage unit which stores, at the temporary address, the image data received 
by said image receiver (i.e. the file path and URL are recognized as the designated 
address. The server or site which stores the image data assigned the image data 
IDs to uniquely identify the image. Both the URL and the file path are considered 
to be a temporary address of the image data sent to the gateway server (20) since 
this image data can be temporary image data and can be deleted from storage on 



Application/Control Number: 10/602,362 Page 21 

Art Unit: 2625 

the image gateway in order for the image to be stored for a limited amount of 
time; see col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62); and 

However, Anderson '513 fails to teach an image transmitter which transmits 
designated image data that is stored at the temporary address in said storage unit to 
said printing machine so as to print the designated image data, in response to the 
printing machine accessing said terminal device and designating the temporary 
address. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Iwata '289. Iwata '289 
discloses an image transmitter which transmits designated image data that is stored at 
the temporary address in said storage unit to said printing machine so as to print the 
designated image data, in response to the printing machine accessing said terminal 
device and designating the temporary address (i.e. in the system of Iwata '289, after 
the user in the system designates a document to print from the list of document 
information, the server transmits data that is located on the server to the printer 
for printing. The printer reads the relevant document data from the server based 
on the received information from the computer and prints the document data; see 
col. 5, lines 38-65). 

Therefore, In view of Iwata '289, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of an image transmitter 
which transmits designated image data that is stored at the temporary address in said 
storage unit to said printing machine so as to print the designated image data, in 
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response to the printing machine accessing said terminal device and designating the 
temporary address incorporated in the device of Anderson '531 in order to have the 
printer read relevant document data from the server based on received reference 
information and print the document data (as stated in Iwata '289 col. 5, lines 38-65). 

6. Claims 16 and 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson '531 in viewof Shiota '909 and Okamoto '954. 

Re claim 16: Anderson '531 a printing machine that is connected to a terminal device 
and a server via a network, the printing machine comprising: 

an address generating unit which generates a temporary address of said server 
(i.e. since the photo-service sites (14) are able to perform printing services and 
are apart of the image gateway (18) system, the photo-service sites functionality 
with the image gateway serves as printing machines. In the system, a URL is 
developed from the image Ids, which include the file path or the image location 
on a server. This same URL developed can be representative of image data that 
can be image data that will be deleted from the system using the deletion 
function, making the image stored on the system temporarily or a temporary 
image being stored on the image gateway on the system; see col. 7, lines 4-67 
and col. 8, lines 1-62); 

an e-mail transmitter which transmits an e-mail, which includes the temporary 
address generated by said address generating unit, to the e-mail address (i.e. the web 
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application, which is apart of the image gateway, transmits the URL of the 
location of image data on a server. The image ID not only includes the location or 
file path, but also information on which server the image data is on. The 
information about which server the image data is located on is considered as 
temporary address information since the image data can be temporary or 
permanent image data. The above information is transmitted to the client device; 
see fig. 3; col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62); 

a determiner which determines whether image data has been transmitted by said 
terminal device to be stored at the temporary address of said server (i.e. web 
application (42) uses the image list (50) to determine whether the image data is 
stored at the location or address of a certain server. Also, if a user enters search 
criteria that designates a server and other image Ids, the web application (42) will 
search a determine if data stored at a certain location is found according to the 
user's criteria; see fig. 3; col. 7, lines 4-67; col. 8, lines 1-62 and col. 10, lines 19- 
39); 

a receiver which accesses said server (20) and designates the temporary 
address, when said determiner determines that the image data has been transmitted by 
said terminal device to be stored at the temporary address (i.e. once the web 
application (42) finds criteria associated with the user's search criteria, the 
gateway server (20) will then obtain the image data from the stored location and 
send the image data to the web application (42). These images will eventually be 
located at the photo-service sites (14), where the images will be stored or printed. 
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The system of Anderson '531 discloses to the user the location of the image data 
(i.e. on the device or server), which performs the feature of determining if the 
image data that was obtained by the device was transmitted to a server in the 
system; see fig. 4; col. 10, lines 19-56); and 

a printing unit which prints image data received by said receiver (i.e. with the 
photo-hosting sites able to store the images received from the user and 
communicate with each other in regards to printing services, the photo-hosting 
sites work together to store and print the image data received through the 
gateway server. Although a printing unit is not specifically disclosed, it is clear 
that in order to perform image printing services of the user's photos, a printing 
unit is used to perform this function; see fig. 1; col. 4, lines 33-61 and col. 5, lines 
1-26). 

However, Anderson '531 fails to teach an email address acquiring unit which 
acquires an e-mail address of said terminal device and to receive image data 
transmitted by said server in response to the access. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Shiota '909. Shiota '909 
discloses an email address acquiring unit which acquires an e-mail address of said 
terminal device (i.e. in the DPE located at a convenience store or site-seeing 
location, the user can use the input device (14) to input the email address of the 
user to transfer data to another person. The transfer of data by e-mail attachment 
is possible with Shiota '909 and with this function, a user has to input an email 
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address to the frame or coin-operated machine in order for a person to receive 
the image data through the email attachment. The frame that is used to perform 
the above function includes a printer, which makes the frame function as a 
printing machine; see fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]-[0049]). 

Therefore, in view of Shiota '909, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of an email address 
acquiring unit which acquires an e-mail address of said terminal device incorporated in 
the device of Anderson '531 in order to provide data transfer by attachment to an e-mail 
message (as stated in Shiota '909 paragraph [0040]). 

However, the combination of Anderson '531 in view of Shiota '909 fails to teach 
to receive image data transmitted by said server in response to the access. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Okamoto '954. Okamoto 
'954 discloses to receive image data transmitted by said server in response to the 
access (I.e. In the system, when the Input/output device accesses the data storage 
device, the data storage device stores the Image data from the Input/output 
device and then the data storage device sends the Image data from the server to 
the input/output device In order for a print out to be processed; see paragraphs 
[0121]-[0126]). 

Therefore, in view of Okamoto '954, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature to receive image 
data transmitted by said server in response to the access incorporated in the 



Application/Control Number: 10/602,362 Page 26 

Art Unit: 2625 

combination of Anderson '531, as modified by the features of Sliiota '909, in order to 
have a storage location assigned a URL that stores the image data (as stated in 
Okamoto '954 paragraph [0106]). 

Re claim 20: Anderson '531 discloses a printing method for a printing machine that is 
connected to a terminal device and a server via a network, the method comprising: 

generating a temporary address of said server (i.e. since the photo-service 
sites (14) are able to perform printing services and are apart of the image gateway 
(18) system, the photo-service sites functionality with the image gateway serves 
as printing machines. In the system, a URL is developed from the image Ids, 
which include the file path or the image location on a server. This same URL 
developed can be representative of image data that can be image data that will be 
deleted from the system using the deletion function, making the image stored on 
the system temporarily or a temporary image being stored on the image gateway 
on the system; see col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62); 

transmitting an e-mail including the temporary address of said server (20) to the 
e-mail address of said terminal device (12) (i.e. the web application, which is apart of 
the image gateway, transmits the URL of the location of image data on a server. 
The image ID not only includes the location or file path, but also information on 
which server the image data is on. The information about which server the image 
data is located on is considered as temporary address information since the 
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image data can be temporary or permanent image data. The above information is 
transmitted to the client device; see fig. 3; col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62); 

determining winether image data has been transferred from said terminal device 
(12) to said server (20) to be stored at the temporary address included in the e-mail (i.e. 
web application (42) uses the image list (50) to determine whether the image data 
is stored at the location or address of a certain server. Also, if a user enters 
search criteria that designates a server and other image IDs, the web application 
(42) will search a determine if data stored at a certain location is found according 
to the user's criteria; see fig. 3; col. 7, lines 4-67; col. 8, lines 1-62 and col. 10, 
lines 19-39); 

accessing said server and designating the temporary address if it is determined 
that the image data has been transferred from said terminal device to be stored at the 
temporary address of said server (i.e. once the web application (42) finds criteria 
associated with the user's search criteria, the gateway server (20) will then obtain 
the image data from the stored location and send the image data to the web 
application (42). These images will eventually be located at the photo-service 
sites (14), where the images will be stored or printed. The system of Anderson 
'531 discloses to the user the location of the image data (i.e. on the device or 
server), which performs the feature of determining if the image data that was 
obtained by the device was transmitted to a server in the system; see fig. 4; col. 
10, lines 19-56); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/602,362 Page 28 

Art Unit: 2625 

printing the received image data (i.e. with the photo-hosting sites able to 
store the images received from the user and communicate with each other in 
regards to printing services, the photo-hosting sites worl( together to store and 
print the image data received through the gateway server. Although a printing 
unit is not specifically disclosed, it is clear that in order to perform image printing 
services of the user's photos, a printing unit is used to perform this function; see 
fig. 1; col. 4, lines 33-61 and col. 5, lines 1-26). 

However, Anderson '531 fails to teach acquiring an e-mail address of said 
terminal device and to receive image data transferred from said server in response to 
the access. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Shiota '909. Shiota '909 
discloses acquiring an e-mail address of said terminal device (i.e. in the DPE located 
at a convenience store or site-seeing location, the user can use the input device 
(14) to input the email address of the user to transfer data to another person. The 
transfer of data by e-mail attachment is possible with Shiota '909 and with this 
function, a user has to input an email address to the frame or coin-operated 
machine in order for a person to receive the image data through the email 
attachment. The frame that is used to perform the above function includes a 
printer, which makes the frame function as a printing machine; see fig. 3; 
paragraphs [0040]-[0049]). 

Therefore, in view of Shiota '909, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of acquiring an e-mail 
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address of said terminal device incorporated in the device of Anderson '531 in order to 
provide data transfer by attachment to an e-mail message (as stated in Shiota '909 
paragraph [0040]). 

However, the combination of Anderson '531 in view of Shiota '909 fails to teach 
to receive image data transferred from said server in response to the access. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Okamoto '954. Okamoto 
'954 discloses to receive image data transferred from said server in response to the 
access (i.e. in the system, when the input/output device accesses the data storage 
device, the data storage device stores the image data from the input/output 
device and then the data storage device sends the image data from the server to 
the input/output device in order for a print out to be processed; see paragraphs 
[0121]-[0126]). 

Therefore, in view of Okamoto '954, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature to receive image 
data transferred from said server in response to the access incorporated in the 

combination of Anderson '531 , as modified by the features of Shiota '909, in order to 
have a storage location assigned a URL that stores the image data (as stated in 
Okamoto '954 paragraph [0106]). 

7. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson '531 in view of Shiota '909 and Iwata '289. 
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Re claim 18: Anderson '531 discloses a printing method for a system including a 
terminal device, a server, and a printing machine that are connected to each other via a 
network, the method comprising: 

generating a temporary address of said server, by said printing machine (i.e. 
since the photo-service sites (14) are able to perform printing services and are 
apart of the image gateway (18) system, the photo-service sites functionality with 
the image gateway serves as printing machines. In the system, a URL is 
developed from the image Ids, which include the file path or the image location 
on a server. This same URL developed can be representative of image data that 
can be image data that will be deleted from the system using the deletion 
function, making the image stored on the system temporarily or a temporary 
image being stored on the image gateway on the system; see col. 7, lines 4-67 
and col. 8, lines 1-62); 

transmitting an e-mail from said printing machine to said acquired e-mail address 
of said terminal device, said e-mail including the temporary address of said server (i.e. 
the web application, which is apart of the image gateway, transmits the URL of 
the location of image data on a server. The image ID not only includes the 
location or file path, but also information on which server the image data is on. 
The information about which server the image data is located on is considered as 
temporary address information since the image data can be temporary or 
permanent image data. The above information is transmitted to the client device; 
see fig. 3; col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62); 
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receiving the e-mail including the temporary address of said server (20), by said 
terminal device (i.e. the web application (42) sends a URL to the browser of the 
client device (12) in order to offer the user access to the image data. The URL 
represents the file location on the server or photo service site (14) of where the 
image is located. Since the URL represents the location of the image data on the 
server and this location can be temporary because of the possible deletion of the 
image data, this can also be considered as the temporary address. The URL 
information is sent from the image gateway that is directly connected to photo- 
service sites that provide the functionality of printing. Since the photo-service 
sites (14) are able to perform printing services and are apart of the image gateway 
(18) system, the photo-service sites functionality with the image gateway serves 
as printing machines; see fig. 2 and 3; col. 7, line 4 - col. 10, line 56); 

accessing said server (20) and designating said temporary address included in 
the received e-mail, by said terminal device (12) (i.e. once the web application (42) 
finds criteria associated with the user's search criteria, the gateway server (20) 
will then obtain the image data from the stored location and send the image data 
to the web application (42). These images will eventually be located at the photo- 
service sites (14), where the images will be stored or printed. The system of 
Anderson '531 discloses to the user the location of the image data (i.e. on the 
device or server), which performs the feature of determining if the image data that 
was obtained by the device was transmitted to a server in the system. Also, once 
the user receives the URL from the gateway server and accesses the server's 
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images through selecting or designating the URL, the client device gains direct 
access to the images on the server; see fig. 4; col. 10, lines 19-56); 

transferring image data captured by said terminal device (12) from said terminal 
device (12) to said server (20) (i.e. the client device is provided with software to 
transmit image contents to the gateway server (20) at the request of the image 
gateway (18); see col. 7, lines 4-67; col. 8, lines 1-67); 

storing the transferred image data at the temporary address of said server (20) 
(i.e. the file path and URL are recognized as the temporary address. The server or 
site which stores the image data assigned the image data IDs to uniquely identify 
the image. Since the image data can be stored temporarily on the server by 
designating the image data as temporary or deleting the image data using the 
delete function, the image data stored on the server with a specific file path or 
URL can be considered temporary; see col. 7, lines 4-67 and col. 8, lines 1-62); 
and 

printing the transferred image data by said printing machines (i.e. with the 
photo-hosting sites able to store the images received from the user and 
communicate with each other in regards to printing services, the photo-hosting 
sites work together to store and print the image data received through the 
gateway server. Although a printing unit is not specifically disclosed, it is clear 
that in order to perform image printing services of the user's photos, a printing 
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unit is used to perform this function; see fig. 1; col. 4, lines 33-61 and col. 5, lines 
1-26). 

However, Anderson '531 fails to specifically teach acquiring an e-mail address of 
said terminal device, by said printing machine; transferring designated image data, 
which is stored at the temporary address of said server, from said server to said printing 
machine, in response to said printing machine accessing said server and designating 
said temporary address. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Shiota '909. Shiota '909 
discloses acquiring an e-mail address of said terminal device, by said printing machine 
(i.e. in the DPE located at a convenience store or site-seeing location, the user 
can use the input device (14) to input the email address of the user to transfer 
data to another person. The transfer of data by e-mail attachment is possible with 
Shiota '909 and with this function, a user has to input an email address to the 
frame or coin-operated machine in order for a person to receive the image data 
through the email attachment. The frame that is used to perform the above 
function includes a printer, which makes the frame function as a printing 
machine; see fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]-[0049]). 

Therefore, in view of Shiota '909, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of acquiring an e-mail 
address of said terminal device, by said printing machine incorporated in the device of 
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Anderson '531 in order to provide data transfer by attachment to an e-mail message (as 
stated in Shiota '909 paragraph [0040]). 

However, the combination of Anderson '531 in view of Shiota '909 fails to teach 
transferring designated image data, which is stored at the temporary address of said 
server, from said server to said printing machine, in response to said printing machine 
accessing said server and designating said temporary address. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Iwata '289. Iwata '289 
discloses transferring designated image data, which is stored at the temporary address 
of said server, from said server to said printing machine, in response to said printing 
machine accessing said server and designating said temporary address (i.e. in the 
system of Iwata '289, after the user In the system designates a document to print 
from the list of document Information, the server transmits data that is located on 
the server to the printer for printing. The printer reads the relevant document 
data from the server based on the received information from the computer and 
prints the document data; see col. 5, lines 38-65). 

Therefore, in view of Iwata '289, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of transferring designated 
image data, which is stored at the temporary address of said server, from said server to 
said printing machine, in response to said printing machine accessing said server and 
designating said temporary address incorporated in the combination of Anderson '531, 
as modified by the features of Shiota '909, in order to have the printer read relevant 
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document data from the server based on received reference information and print the 
document data (as stated in Iwata '289 col. 5, lines 38-65). 

8. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson '531, as modified by Shiota '909, Okamoto '954 and Iwata '289, as applied to 
claim 11 above, and further in viewof Takei '336 (US Pub No 2002/0154336). 
Re claim 13: The teachings of Anderson '531 in view of Shiota '909, Okamoto '954 and 
Iwata '289 are disclosed above. 

Anderson '531 teaches said terminal device further comprises a memory unit 
sequentially storing the image data generated by said image capturing unit (12) (i.e. 
image data generated by the capturing unit may be stored in both the client 
device (12) and the photo service sites (14). It is inherent to the device that the 
image data can be stored in the order received, since the user has a choice of the 
location of which to store the captured image data; see col. 5, lines 1-3 and col. 6, 
lines 37-61). 

However, Anderson '531 fails to teach the network printing system, wherein said 
terminal device further comprises a memory unit which stores DPOF information which 
designates at least image data to be printed, and wherein In response to the e-mail from 
the printing machine received by the e-mail receiver, said transmitter transmits the 
image data designated by the DPOF information stored in said memory unit to said 
server. 
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However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Shiota '909. Shiota '909 
discloses wherein in response to the e-mail from the printing machine received by the e- 
mail receiver (i.e. the DPE or image server in Shiota '909 is considered as the 
printing machine since it has printing functionality. This machine can send an e- 
mail attachment of data to be transferred to the terminal devices shown in figure 
3; see fig. 3; paragraphs [0038]-[0050]), said transmitter transmits the image data 
stored in said memory unit to said server (i.e. the PDA or portable device can send 
information to the image server via a communication channel. The information 
that is sent to the image server can be stored on a storage medium on the digital 
camera; see fig. 1; paragraphs [0011]-[0037]). 

Therefore, in view of Shiota '909, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the features of wherein in response to 
the e-mail from the printing machine received by the e-mail receiver, said transmitter 
transmits the image data stored In said memory unit to said server incorporated in the 
device of Anderson '513 in order to have a system for storing picture image data, 
recorded by a camera, stored on a server or on the camera's built-in memory and later 
printing the image data (as stated in Shiota et al paragraph [0002]). 

However, the combination of Anderson '531 in view of Shiota '909 fails to teach 
wherein terminal device further comprises a memory unit which stores DROP 

information which designates at least image data to be printed and the image data 
designated by the DPOF information stored in said memory unit. 
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However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Takei '336. Takei '336 
discloses the network printing system, wherein 

terminal device further comprises a memory unit which stores DPOF information 
which designates at least image data to be printed (i.e. in the description of the 
related art, the storing of the DPOF file in a medium in many digital cameras is 
described. The DPOF file Is used to point out the manner of printing a digital 
image that is stored on the storage device; see paragraphs [0005]-[0010] and 
[0052]) and 

the image data designated by the DPOF information stored in said memory unit 
(i.e. in the system, the image data stored in the storage medium in the camera is 
stored along with the DPOF file. The DPOF file is used to describe the manner in 
which the image data is to be printed. Both the image data and the DPOF file are 
stored in the camera's storage device; see paragraphs [0005]-[0010] and [0052]). 
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Therefore, in view of Taipei '336, it would liave been obvious to one of ordinary 
sl^ill at the time the invention was made to have wherein terminal device further 
comprises a memory unit which stores DPOF information which designates at least 
image data to be printed and the image data designated by the DPOF information 
stored in said memory unit Incorporated in the combination of Anderson '531, as 
modified by the features of Shiota '909, in order to DPOF file that specifies a manner of 
printing image data stored in the storage medium of a camera (as stated in Takei '336 
paragraph [0006]). 



Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

10. Bunn '193 (US Pat No 7277193) discloses a method for printing remote content. 

1 1 . Takano '072 (US Pub No 2001/0041072) discloses a photo-service system and 
image input apparatus. 

1 2. Mclntyre '936 (US Pub No 2002/01 98936) discloses a system and method for 
managing images over a communication network. 

1 3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chad Dickerson whose telephone number is (571 )-270- 
1351 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Thur. 9:00-6:30 Fri. 9:00- 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Haskins can be reached on (571)-272-7406. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/C. D./ 

/Chad Dickerson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
March 10, 2008 



/Gabriel I Garcia/ 

Acting SPE of Art Unit 2625 



